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Dear Parents and Friends of Troop 243, 
Troop 243 Outings & Activities – November starts off with a camp out with Crew 243 at the Jefferson Sportsmen’s Club at which scouts will have the opportunity to shoot a Shotgun and/or a rifle/pistol.  We’ve had 3 training troop meetings in support of this outing and expect some boys to earn the shooting merit badge as a result.  We will have at least one bike ride in support of the cycling merit badge and of course Scouting for Food is the anchor of every November.  We will celebrate our November Court of Honor on November 17th.  Game night will come around again on the Wednesday before Thanksgiving and Crew 243 will end the month pheasant hunting.
Troop and Patrol Meetings on Wednesdays - All are welcome.  Scouts in Class A uniforms are expected.  Except where noted, all meetings are held at St. Barnabas.

November 3, 7:00 PM – Patrol Meeting – Prepare for camp out

November 10, 7:00 PM – Troop Meeting – Begin learning about Wilderness Survival 
November 17, 7:00 PM – Troop Meeting – Quarterly Court of Honor
November 24, 7:00 PM – Troop Meeting – Game Night

Cycling Merit Badge – Pursuit of the Cycling merit badge will continue with a 25-mile ride on November 7th  and will start from Cox’s park shelter at 1:00pm.  Bring a Helmet, solid toe shoes, lots of water and a snack.  Yu cannot ride with crocs or flip flops.  The previously scheduled 50-mile ride on November 14th has to be rescheduled due to a lack of sunlight after 6:30pm.     There will also be a Make-up ride we will probably schedule in early December. 

Seabase - Coral Reef Sailing, 2011 – Every summer Troop 243 goes on a high adventure trip.  Next summer, our destination is the BSA Seabase, in the Florida Keys.  Our Scuba trip is full, but we still have room for adults and scouts in the coral reef sailing and snorkeling adventure.  Please contact Frank Hulsman (frankhulsman@yahoo.com or 298-5340) if you are interested.
Scouting for Food – We will work with Pack 756 and distribute Scouting for Food fliers on November 13th from 9:00 until about 10:30 depending on the area you cover.  Refreshments will be provided by the Pack to start your morning.  We will then pick up the food on Saturday November 20th from 10:00 until about 11:30, again depending on the ground you cover.  We will be delivering the food to the SEAM pantry on six Mile Lane and they will also need volunteers there to help sort the food we bring in.  Fortunately our Pack and Troop have a great reputation for delivering in a great time of need so the sorting help will be greatly appreciated.  Be sure you find the person who is counting the food we bring in so we will get credit for the amount provided.
Venture Crew Shooting Outing –Troop 243 will camp with Crew 243 on November 5, 6 and 7th.  Everyone will have the opportunity to shoot shotguns at clay pigeons and target practice with rifles and pistols but only Crewmembers will be able to shoot pistols.  At the end of this weekend, if members have consistently attended the training troop meetings that lead up to this weekend, some boys will earn the shooting merit badge.

Troop Leadership meetings – The November PLC meeting will be held on Sunday November 28th at 4:00.  The adult meetings are scheduled for 7:00 and 8:00 on Monday November 29th.  All boys are invited to participate in the PLC and all adults are invited to join us for the adult leadership meetings.

Troop Gift Cards – Transportation to the vast majority of our outings is free to our scouts and leadership, but it is not free.  The cost of maintenance, fuel and insurance for our bus is paid by the Friends of Troop 243.  Friends of Troop 243 is funded by the Kroger and Thorntons gift card programs.  We encourage all parents, members, relatives and friends to use Troop 243’s Kroger and Thorntons gift cards.  Whenever you see Frank Hulsman at any function please stop him and ask him for one or both of these cards and he will be glad to give you one.  

Yours in Scouting,

 Bruce Bohn

Troop Secretary







Pictured above is the recipient of the Mark Zimmerer Award, Joseph Wuertz.  In the picture from L to R are Frank Hulsman, Jerry Zimmerer, Joseph, Regina Zimmerer and Linda Wuertz.








